


Porfirio Diaz Dictatorship (1876-1911)
• Major causes of the Mexican Revolution:

• Social Unrest, “Tierra and Libertad” ( Land and Liberty)
• Foreign ownership of  Mexico´s ( U.S. companies owed 
Mexico’s land: 80% mines, oil fields, and 20% agricultural land)

The Mexican Revolution initiated on November,20 1910 to 1920
• 1911, The Battle of Juarez,  
• 1913, February 9-19, Ten Tragic Days Madero’s assassination and 

Interference of U.S. Ambassador in Mexico Henry Lane Wilson 
• 1914 on April 9  The Tampico Incident 
• Battle of Veracruz and U.S. Invasion of Veracruz 
(21 April-23 November 1914)

• Resulted on U.S. citizens as Refugees
• U.S. Border Camps and Gunboat Diplomacy
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Francisco I. Madero President of 
Mexico 1911 to  February 22, 1913. 

Assassinated 

10 Tragic Days

February 9-19, 1913 

U.S. Ambassador in Mexico
Henry Lane Wilson

Supported the coup

President Madero was forced to resign and then quickly 
assassinated with Vice President, José María Pino Suárez.

New President Victoriano Huerta
February 22, 1913 to July 1914



Tampico Incident: U.S. Gunboat Diplomacy,  and Formal raising of first flag of U.S. 
Veracruz 2 P.M. April 27, 1914



• 1915, Plan de San Diego, Called to gain the old territories.

• March 9, 1916, Pancho Villa Raid of Columbus, New Mexico

• 1916-1917 The Punitive Expedition, General Pershing  search for Villa

• January 1917, the Zimmerman Telegram from Germany to President Carranza

• April 6, 1917, The U.S. enters WWI.

• 1917, MEXICAN CONSTITUTION ( Nationalization of Land and Natural  Resources)

• 27 August, 1918, Battle of Nogales, 

• 1918, U.S.-Mexico BORDER FENCE built as symbol of distrust and tensions
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1914







NEIGHBORS RELATIONSHIP



The propaganda stemmed from the so-called Plan de San 
Diego, issued in the town of San Diego, Texas in January 1915. 
The Plan called for an uprising of the Mexican-American 
populations in Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, and 
California against the “Yankee tyranny.” Among other 
stipulations, the manifesto included passages that alarmed 
American officials who first saw a copy of the plan in the end of 
January 1915.

Plan de San Diego

Objective number 5 read: “It is strictly forbidden to hold 
prisoners … they shall be shot immediately without any 
pretext.” Number 6: “Every foreigner [i.e. any non-Chicano in 
the states to be liberated from the Yankee tyranny] who shall 
be found armed and cannot prove his right to carry arms, 
shall be summarily executed …” Number 7: “Every North 
American [sic] over sixteen years of age shall be put to 
death …” 



Was a secret communication issued from 
Germany in January 1917 that proposed a 
military alliance between Germany and 
Mexico promising Mexico that they would 
help them take bake land if they joined. 

Sent by Germany Minister Arthur 
Zimmerman to prevent  the U.S. to join 
the war. (Intercepted by the Allies)

Zimmerman Telegram





On March 9, 1916, Villa raids the military garrison in the U.S. town of Columbus, New Mexico. 

Just 3.5 miles from the 
border

PANCHO VILLA RAID COLUMBUS N.M.



Pancho Villa, byname of 
Francisco Villa, original 
name Doroteo Arango, 
Mexican revolutionary and 
guerrilla leader who fought 
against the regimes of both 
Porfirio Díaz and Victoriano
Huerta and after 1914 
engaged in civil war and 
banditry. 

Pancho Villa 

In the first days of October 1915, President Wilson finally 
announced his decision for Mexico: Pancho Villa, who had been 
decisively defeated on the battlefields of Mexico, was out. 
Venustiano Carranza now was the recognized "de-facto" president 
of Mexico, got mad  because the U.S. Failed to support him.







Revolutionaries Pancho Villa and Emiliano Zapata in Presidential Chair, July 1914







17 Americans Killed in the raid.
1st Invasion attack since the 1812  War.

John “Black Jack” Pershing and Pancho Villa in 1914

The Punitive Expedition



Erected in June 1981 in Vente de Agosto Park. It was given 
as a gift to Arizona from Agrupacion Nacional Periodista, a 
Mexican press organization, and the Mexican government. 
Bryon Ivancovich, descendant of an old Tucson family, filed 
an unsuccessful suit against the city regarding this statue.



27 August 1918, Battle of Nogales 





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3QFLaxOzmE

The Pilgrim (1923)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3QFLaxOzmE



